
April 2020

Insights from Digital Artists Around the World
 ArtIstIc Journeys

JAMES WRITING & DESIGN PUBLICATIONS
W W W . J A M E S W R I T I N G A N D D E S I G N . C O M 

FEATURING

RAQUEL
BIGBY



Artistic Journeys April 2020 1

“

Raquel bigby’s journey
Artist 



Artistic Journeys April 2020 2

Raquel bigby’s journey

I  had several people who influenced me more than anything 
at a young age, and I attribute that influence for where I 
am at today. My great-grandmother painted, and one of 
her paintings hung in our entrance hall of my childhood 

home. Her painting looked like it was done by Rembrandt. It 
was a small painting of a little girl holding a rabbit. I loved 
that painting.  

When I was twelve, my grandmother taught me to oil paint.  
I think she saw the same interest she and her mother had and 
wanted to encourage me to continue.  My grandmother at 
that time was the president of the American Art Institute of 
Fine Arts in Beverly Hills, CA. The artists would gather, have 
a luncheon, and an art show.  Talk about a grand occasion. My 
grandmother would not only take me to the showings, but she 
would put her paintings up with mine. She loved showing my 
paintings alongside hers.

In high school,  I was an art major, and I set my sight on 
becoming a commercial artist.  At this time, my artistic endeav-
ors expanded into designing clothes and making them. 

I went to a two-year college and received an AA degree in 
Fashion Design. I started to work in LA as an assistant fashion 
designer.  It didn’t take long before I decided I didn’t like the 
industry because it’s unstable.

I continued to work until I was six months pregnant with 
my daughter and decided to be a stay at home mom. This was 
a tough time for me, and painting helped me through it.   

Eighteen months after my daughter was born, my grand-
mother suddenly passed away. To my shock, four months later, 
my mother passed away, at 49.  Nine months later, my father 
died of a heart attack at 55. This became one of the darkest 
times of my life, but I continued to paint. Painting has been 
the best way for me to overcome depression. 

Through another whirlwind of change in my life many years 
ago, I got a job for a national computer chain store as software 
sales manager. This is where I discovered Painter. Painting has 
been an integral part of who I am, so it was a small step to give 
digital painting a try.  

My first thoughts with Painter was it would be a great way 
to figure out my compositions and color schemes before I start 
to paint, so I started playing around with it. 

The more you learn about Painter, the deeper you go. It 
becomes addicting. It wasn’t long before I was doing more 
than planning out my compositions. I started painting with 
it, and I liked it. 

I find that instead of picking up my pencil or my brush in 
life, I now pick up my stylus. Sure, it might be a little different. 
I still miss the smell of paint and turpentine, but I still feel 
like I’m painting. I hold my stylus in a similar manner as my 
traditional brush, so it’s a familiar gesture to paint digitally. 

Most important, I am still making brush strokes, and I’m 
still making art! 

I think when you are a child, and you see artistic people 
around you, you begin to do what they do….

FACT FILE

Born and Living in the USA

Age 71

Digitally Painting 16 Years

Programs Used  Corel Painter

Computer Specs  HP Envy Window 10 Pro version  
Intel  i7 - 16GB RAM  1 TB SSD - 1TB HD - GTX 1050 

Website: https://www.flickr.com/photos/49707482@N00/
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What has been your biggest challenge as a 
digital artist? 

I have a couple of challenges, and one of the big-
gest is burnout, I try to refresh myself to overcome 
this, and I don’t paint if I don’t feel like painting.  

I would say that finding the right brush is always 
a challenge, so I try to make pallets for each painting 
saving brushes, paper, and anything important to 
the piece. This way, I will always know what I used 
for each art piece, which prevents frustration. 

Finally, another frustration is the fact that I’m 
getting older, so I find I get tired. The best way to 
overcome this challenge is to take a break when I 
need it.   

 
What has been your biggest frustration with 
being a digital artist, and how have you over-
come this frustration? 

My biggest frustration is burnout and the feeling 
that I don’t have enough time. I think if I went on a 
vacation, or got more sleep and exercise, I would over-
come this, but this is always easier said than done.   
 
How do you pick what to paint, and where do 
you find your references? 

I do not specialize in any one type of painting, 
but I enjoy portraits and landscape painting the 
most, so many times, I pick what I want to paint 
when inspiration strikes me. 

I might be inspired by other artists, or at other 
times, it might just be what I’m feeling at the time. 
Sometimes it’s places where I’ve been or just photos 
that I like.  It might be a mood captured by light or 
an expression on a person’s face telling a story of 
how they feel. Inspiration turns up at the oddest 
points sometimes, but it always shows up.

As to finding my references, well, they come from 
numerous places. Some of my references come from 
photos I have taken.  Some are from the classes that 
I take.  Other time I paint from my imagination, and 
I don’t use any reference.

 
How long did it take you to learn the computer 
programs, and what was your biggest challenge 
learning the programs?

When I started using Painter, I was also using 
Photoshop, but I was more focused on Photoshop at 
that time.  It wasn’t until Painter 9.5 came out that 
I purchased a book called Creativity and the Painter. 
A few years later, I joined Digital Art Academy and 
then there was no turning back. This is when I  
started to learn Painter. Until then, I think I just 
played around with it.  Painter is not a program  you 
learn overnight. It takes time,  like anything else.  If 

ArtistQ&A Cringe painting one 
bothers me because of the 
straight lines. The road 
and fence are both going 
into the distance, and I 
think it moves the eye to 
fast.  The eyes don’t have 
a resting point. My trees 
look  flat, and to finish it 
off, the horses should have 
been a different color from 
the fence.   
 
 
 
 

Cringe painting two  is 
very sloppy, and it doesn’t 
look finished.  I don’t like 
the values. I don’t like the 
rocks, and I don’t think a 
viewer  would even  know 
they are rocks!    

 
 
 

 Cringe painting three I 
liked when I made it, but 
now that time has passed, I 
don’t like the composition. 
It forms triangles. I think 
the two guys in the 
foreground are looking 
outside of the painting, so I 
think they could have been 
positioned better. 

My Cringe Painting - 2

My Cringe Painting - 3

My Cringe Painting -  1
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FAVORITE RESOURCES

Places Where I Take Classes 

Improvemypaintings.com 

Great place to learn about 

composition even though it is  

traditional media.  

 

digitalartacademy.com

Everything is about Painter, and 

their classes are good.   

Tim Shelborne 

He specializes in portraits. 

 

Books

Advanced Painter Technique 

by Don Seegmiller – This 

is an old book but you learn a 

lot of Painter tools and how to 

use them. 

 

The Digital Renaissance  

by Carlyn Beccia – Another 

excellent book that shows the 

in and out of Painter.  Her focus 

is on Master Painters and how 

to create Painter brushes and 

Paper. 

 

Painter Creativity by 

Jeremeny Sutton – He had 

a very loose and impressionist 

style of painting.   

 

The Painter WOW books are 

a great reference. 

 

Keys to Drawing with 

Imagination by Bert 

Dodson –  One reason I love 

this book is because it is full 

of exercises to practice.  
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This stage can be very rough. 
  The next stage, I work out my colors and then start defining 

the painting.  The best part of digital is it allows you to explore, 
and if you don’t like what you have done, you can delete the layer.

Just like my workflow varies, my time for each piece varies. 
It can take anywhere between one day to two weeks to finish 
a painting.

  
 What piece of advice would you give to someone starting 
out in digital art? 

I would tell them it takes time and practice to get to where 
you want to be. There is no magic brush that will give you an 
instant masterpiece. 

It’s like playing a musical instrument. You don’t learn to 

you love it, you will stick with it, so my biggest challenge learning 
Painter was balancing time between my family and my artwork.  
 
What is your typical workflow, and how long does it take 
you to complete a digital painting? 

My workflow varies. Sometimes I start with playing with 
brushes and see where it might lead.  That’s when I have no 
idea of what I am doing, so I just let it happen. 

Depending on time, I might start with a clone to get some 
basic shapes, then turn off the clone and start to work from 
there.  

Sometimes, I will use a photo as a reference and do a quick 
sketch. From there, I start painting in shapes, and I work out 
the composition during this point too. 
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play the piano overnight. 
 

What has helped you grow the most in your art skills? 
I don’t think there is one thing that has helped me 

grow the most. I think my growth has been a process over 
my life span. However, as far as growing the most in digi-
tal art, I would have to say it is because of my classes with 
Karen Bonaker at the Digital Art Academy.  When I started 
at Digital Art Academy, I didn’t know much about Painter.  
All I did was play with it. Once I started taking her classes, I 
began to understand the interface, which is vital for growth. 
 
 What was your biggest “ah ha” moment where something 
clicked, and you started to flourish with your digital art?

I can’t think of one specific moment when this happened, but 

I do know that studying from different teachers has a cumula-
tive effect where I felt that all of a sudden everything came 
together. For me, some big learning points revolved around 
the composition, the melodic line, the graceful line, and the 
morse code line. I also feel things clicked in a new way for 
me when I learned about color temperature and color value.  
  
What is your favorite tool that you use?

My favorite tool in Corel Painter varies depending on what 
I’m doing, but there are two tools I use frequently. The first one 
is the gradients tool. I love the gradient tool because it gives 
a mood to start a painting with.  My second favorite can be 
found in the effects menu, and it’s Equalize. Equalize will bring 
back the colors that might have become milky or muddy while 



This painting is extremely personal to me because it is my grandmother. She was a 
silent film star, an artist, a photographer, and a painter, and she is the one who taught 

me to paint. She was glamorous, and even as she aged, she retained that glamour.  
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What is your biggest mistake you made with your art?  
My biggest mistake was not staying focused. I have always 

been a jack of all trades. I drop one hobby and pick up another 
hobby. However, I’ve gotten better at sticking to one thing 
through the years, and that has been painting, so learn from 
me, and stay focused on what you want to do, and stick with it. 
 
What would your future self, tell your younger self, if you 
could zip back in time? 

I would tell myself not to listen to the negative voice in my 
head, especially if the voice is telling me art doesn’t matter or it’s 
not important. I would tell myself to make time every day to draw 
or painting even if it’s only a short time. These little moments 
add up to make you a better artist over the span of your life.  
 
Who are your top three favorite artists, and give us a 
little reason as to why you are drawn to them?

My first artist, I consider a favorite is Edward Hopper. I 
enjoy his use of  lighting and his use of complementary colors. 
I think he is always telling a story within his artwork, just like 
in Nighthawks and Chop Suey. 

My second favorite artist will have to be Winslow Homer. I 
pick him for his seascapes and landscapes. He too is another 
storyteller, and I’m drawn to this in artwork. 

My third artist is probably on many peoples’ list, and it’s John 
Singer Sargent. He has such a loose way of painting people, yet 
he brings in detail to the focal point. He can draw the viewer 
into the painting so effortlessly it seems. 

I find the more you study a master artist, the more you are 
drawn towards their style and their techniques of painting. 

  

you were painting. Plus, it’s great tool for freshening things up.   
 
How do you feed your creativity, so you don’t feel burned 
out?

I have been burned out a lot. Some of the best ways for me to 
overcome it has been to study other artists and read art books. 
Also, instead of painting a picture, I will play with the brushes and 
create new brushes. Just playing with things like this can help.    
 
Do you feel you have artistic support in your life, and 
how has it helped you?  

When I was a kid, I had great support, but at this time 
in my life, I don’t feel I have much support. I don’t think 
the people around me are interested in art, but it’s not as 
bad as it sounds. My husband has the attitude of what-
ever makes you happy, which is good, and I do have an 
internet community, which I feel not only shares the same 
interest in art, but they give encouragement and support too. 
 
Do you have an art degree? Do you think an art degree 
gives a person an edge when it comes to creating artwork?  

No, I don’t have an art degree, but I think having an art 
degree would be wonderful, and I think it would open the door 
to many opportunities. 

I would have loved to go to art school when I was young, but 
I didn’t get the support from my family.  They didn’t think that I 
was devoted enough to do all the work that was required because 
I had too many other interests.  Now at this time in my life, I 
look at my age and can’t see the value in it. It’s too expensive, 
and my art is my hobby and not my career. 

 

It’s                       the most talented that make it, 
but the person that works at it!

not
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