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               RAYMOND  MARTIN
Fact File
Born & Raised USA

Digitally Painting 11 years

Programs Used Corel Painter,  

Rebelle, Adobe

Computer Specs Macbook  

16 GB RAM
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I started painting and drawing when I was 
seven. By the time I was ten, I had made a 
book of my cartoons. I was never very good in 
school. My parents took me to the doctor and 
discovered I had a learning disability. I felt dumb; 
however, one day, a doctor told me something 
that changed the way I looked at life. He said, 
“Ray, everyone sees life in a different way. You 
see things somebody next to you doesn’t.” I 
still think about those words because it altered 
where I could have ended up in life.

I went to school for art.  Art was a major part 
of my life, and it was important to me. I felt it 
was a place I could use my learning disabilities. I 
wanted to draw, paint, and play music.  Needless 
to say, I’ve painted for over forty years before I 
had to stop. It’s kind of weird, but I started having 
major stomach pains while using oil paints. I 
discovered I was having reactions to what was 
in the paint as well as the turpentine. I closed 
the door to painting because life was busy at this 
time. I was a musician and was working a lot of 
gigs a week, plus I was teaching photography full 
time, but I missed that aspect of my life.  

One of my friends noticed my problems, and 
he kept telling me not to stop painting. He told 
me he could help me solve my problem, and he 
told me about Painter. I told him it wasn’t going 

“Everyone sees life in a different way, you see things somebody next to 

you doesn’t....It altered where I could have ended up in life.”

to work. I didn’t even know how to turn on a 
computer. How was I going to learn to paint with 
a computer?  With his encouragement, I decided 
to enroll in a high school computer class. Talk 
about feeling like a fish out of water. I figured I 
could learn the basics, but the ironic thing is I 
took a class on using a PC, and I bought a Mac. 
Talk about making life difficult for myself!

It took me about a year to figure out the basics 
of the computer before I started learning Painter. 
Boy, that was confusing. Thankfully, I found Skip 
and Karen within a short period, and through 
them, I started to learn Painter. I had a lot of 
misgivings about digital art, but it was at this 
time I realized my art training would fit into 
the digital world. I started to incorporate my 
traditional methods into my digital paintings. I 
liked that I could put the underpainting down, 
and I wouldn’t have to wait for it to dry. I felt 
things were going smoothly until I developed a 
neurological condition.

I started having bad twitches, and between 
that and the meds, they gave me, I had trouble 
functioning. I was no longer able to drive, so 
I started putting more energy into painting. 
Painting is what kept me going. When I needed 
a break because of the medications, I would 
take it, and I would rest, and as soon as I was 
feeling fine, I was back to painting. My life 
became consumed with figuring out how to 
mimic everything I learned in art school and 
put it into a digital realm. 

Painter is not only the tool that has gotten me 
through some rough points in life, but it allows 
my imagination to soar, and it’s allowing me 
to help children’s imaginations soar too. I’m 
currently working on illustrating my third chil-
dren’s book. I know none of this would have 
been possible if I hadn’t learned to push the 
right button to turn on the computer. I think 
it’s safe to say that if I can do it, anyone can! 

               RAYMOND  MARTIN
ARTIST JOURNEY
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FAILURE
PEOPLE FEAR

but what they don’t realize is 
that’s how we all learn. 

Who are your favorite artists? 
John Singer Sargent  I am drawn to 
Sargent because of his brushwork.  
Norman Rockwell  I enjoy his 
illustration work, and I think he is 
a master at capturing expressions. 
Michelangelo He is a genius, 
what more can be said about him? 
 
What current artistic challenge are 
you trying to overcome in your life?

I feel I’m always encountering 
challenges, but right now, two are 

forefront. First, selling my art. It’s 
difficult, and I have zero patience. I 
do not like the business side of the 
selling world. I would rather have 
my art in a gallery, and they can 
sell it for me. My second challenge, 
which relates more to skill, I think, 
is trying to do portraits with a lot of 
values. I want to achieve the 3-D look.   
 
What are some frustrations with 
being a digital artist, and how have 
you overcome them?   

Not being accepted into galleries 
is one of my biggest frustrations with 
being a digital artist. Digital art isn’t 
an accepted media by many people. 
I think we are going through the 
same thing photographers did 
at the turn of the century, so I 
know it will eventually work out. 
Digital art will become accepted.      
 
Where do you find your reference 
material to paint your artwork?

I take a lot of my own photographs.  

When I paint, I am peacefully focused. 
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I try to get the spirit of what I’m painting, and I give emotion in all my 
portraits.  I find it only takes a few brush strokes to go forward or fall down.
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Near where I live is a rehab center for 
birds of prey, so I go there and take 
pictures. Taking my own reference 
pictures is important to me. I’ve 
even gone to the artic to photograph 
polar bears. I also find watching vid-
eos gives me reference material too.  
 
What is your typical workflow, and 
how long does it take you to com-
plete a digital painting? 

I start my painting with an idea, 
a vision, or a movement of a subject 
that triggers a creative thought. I try to 
work in the same manner I worked tra-
ditionally. I work from the background 

to the subject, and I finish off with the 
foreground. 

As to how long it takes, well, that is 
a difficult question to answer because 
every painting has a different feel to 
it. I’ve done a portrait in less than 
an hour, but I would say the average 
would be three hours for a portrait. If 
there are many layers to the subject, 
it might take me a week to complete.  
 
What piece of advice would you give  
someone starting out in digital art? 

I would give only one piece of 
advice. I would say learn the program 
you are most comfortable with and 

My Cringe Pictures

In my landscape picture, I felt I didn’t have a composition, and the colors are 

weak. In the portrait, I just couldn’t get the look on his face to work. 

then go with it.    
 

What has helped you grow the most 
in your art skills? 

If you want to grow in your 
art skills, practice, practice, and 
practice some more. Then look at 
and study your subject. The more 
you teach yourself to look at some-
thing truly, the more you will see. 
  
What was your biggest “ah ha” 
moment where something clicked, 
and you started to flourish with 
your digital art?

Getting the composition right was  
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hard for me until I started to take 
photos. I realized your given the overall 
shape (horizontal or vertical), and I 
started to see shapes that worked.  
 
What is your favorite tool?

My favorite tool is the brushes I 
learned to make in  Tim Shelbourne’s 
class. Because of that class, I was able 
to make brushes that fit my painting 
style perfectly. 

 
How do you feed your creativity, so 
you don’t feel burned out?

I was burned out in art school. We 
had to paint barns. Lots of barns.

 I wasn’t into barns at that time, 
and having to paint a subject that 
I wasn’t interested in wore me out. 
However, I like painting barns now, so 
I think it’s important to revisit things 
you were not interested in at one time. 
You never know if you will look at the 
subject differently. 

I also think you should experiment 
with Painter to keep things fresh and 
interesting. Try studying different 
aspects of art too.

“I get my own references. I even went to the 

artic to photograph polar bears.”

  
What would your future self tell 
your younger self, if you could zip 
back in time? 

I would tell my younger self to 
study the masters. Look at their 
brushwork. Look at their values. You 
can’t go wrong with studying  them.  
 
Do you have an art degree? Do you 
think an art degrees give a person 
an edge when it comes to creating 
artwork?  

 I went to a four-year art school for 
illustration because I wanted a full art 
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education. I don’t think teaching colleges have 
full training for art, so you have to watch out for 
that if you want to go to art school. My friends 
who attended a teaching college realized later in 
their life how little they knew about drawing and 
painting, so if you want to improve your art skills 
and think you will achieve that by going to school, 
you must make sure you go to the right school! 
 
What resources do you recommend?  

 I think studying the anatomy of your sub-
ject is important for growth, and I think you 
need to study that with books and with a live 
subject. For growth, I would also recommend 
Digital Art Academy as well as classes with Tim 
Shelbourne.  I also highly recommend a book 
called Lives of the Artists by Giorgio Vasari. It is 
one of the best books that record the masters.  
 


